MONSTER MUD
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What is Monster Mud?

Monster Mud has been around since the 1990's, and possibly even before. Originally, it was started by the remodeling industry, but most believe, a group of people known as 'The Haunted Chamber', were the first to bring it to the haunting community. Later, in 1998,  it was named Monster Mud by 'The Terror Syndicate' (http://www.terrorsyndicate.com/).

Why use Monster Mud?

Monster Mud provides a great medium for sculpting cloth over prop forms and adds interesting texture to walls, ceilings, columns, posts and more. Nothing can be easier and give such great results for a low cost, and locally found material, that you can mix yourself.

What is the basic recipe?

The reason we say the basic recipe, is over the years people have began to add various materials with their mud and even alter the original recipe for their specific needs. 

Here is the original, basic, recipe:

5 gallon bucket of Drywall Joint Compound
1 Gallon Can of Latex Paint (Exterior House, any color you choose)

Mix together the compound and paint at a ratio of 5:1 or what ever you feel is good! There is no right or wrong answer, but 5:1 is a good place to start. Using a drywall compound mixing attachment and a drill to whip the two ingredients together. Hand mixing can be done if you have the strength and about 30 minutes... If you follow this exact recipe you should end up with a tooth paste feeling texture. Wear gloves when your using the mud. It can stain clothes.

Over the years, people have started adding such things as play sand, and even small pebbles to give their mud a more cement look. This could be used for tombstones, graveyard statues, etc..
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Monster Mud, cont.

What type of framing (Wood, PVC, or other) should I be using to support Monster Mud?

Depending on what you are covering with Monster Mud the biggest thing to keep in mind is the weight of the mud. Mud can get really heavy once it dries, so, make sure you choose a good frame/structure to handle the weight. Below are some examples of PVC, Wood, and even combinations of frames.

What type of wiring (Chicken wire, or other) should I use to support Monster Mud?

The most common item used out there for the shape of your monster mud is chicken wire. It can be bent and molded rather easily. Make note that since it can be bent and molded easily that it can be bent and molded after the mud is on it as well. So, due to this, some create stronger frames or they use different wire for more strength. You can see an example of Chicken Wire on the last page.

What should I use to waterproof/weatherproof my Monster Mud?

Depending on who you talk to, we all have different answers to this question due to past experience. Here is a list of the most common items used for weatherproofing: Spar(marine) Varnish, polyurethane, Exterior latex paint, Dry-Lok (basement) Sealant, and Hot Wire Foam Sealant (finishes hard)

Some additonal items to consider in the beginning.

1. Overall completed weight. This can be mind bending. My first Monster Mud project ended up weighing over 100lbs once it dried, and over 7ft tall.

2. Consider how are you going to move it once completed. Chicken wire will give, so, do not just grab hold and pull, it will destroy your Monster Mud. You may want to plan ahead with handles or wheels in your framing.
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